
Women’s History Month Recommendations 

50 Fearless Women Who Made American History by Jennifer Bazzit 
Women have always been at the forefront of American history―and it’s time to hear their astounding 
stories! This look into American history for kids is bursting with engaging biographies that explore the 
lives of these influential women from different backgrounds and a wide array of fields. 

From Revolutionary War soldier Deborah Sampson and abolitionist Harriet Tubman to Hawaiian 
Queen Lili‘uokalani and Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, this engaging guide to 
American history for kids takes you on a fun and fascinating journey, one fearless woman at a time. 
Each of these chronologically ordered biographies offers an exciting look into the life and 
accomplishments of these heroic figures and how they made history. 

Ada Lovelace Cracks the Code by Rebel Girls 

Growing up in nineteenth century London, England, Ada is curious about absolutely everything. She 
is obsessed with machines and with creatures that fly. She even designs her own flying laboratory! 
 
According to her mother, Ada is a bit too wild, so she encourages Ada to study math. At first Ada 
thinks: Bleh! Who can get excited about a subject without pictures? But she soon falls in love with it. 
One day she encounters a mysterious machine, and from that moment forward Ada imagines a 
future full of possibility—one that will eventually inspire the digital age nearly two hundred years 
later. 
 
Ada Lovelace Cracks the Code is the story of a pioneer in the computer sciences, and a testament 
to women’s invaluable contributions to STEM throughout history. 
 
This historical fiction chapter book also includes additional text on Ada Lovelace’s lasting legacy, as 
well as educational activities designed to teach simple coding and mathematical concepts. 
 
Almost Astronaut: 13 Women Who Dared to Dreamby Tanya Lee 
Stone 

What does it take to be an astronaut? Excellence at flying, courage, intelligence, resistance to 
stress, top physical shape — any checklist would include these. But when America created NASA in 
1958, there was another unspoken rule: you had to be a man. Here is the tale of thirteen women 
who proved that they were not only as tough as the toughest man but also brave enough to 
challenge the government. They were blocked by prejudice, jealousy, and the scrawled note of one 
of the most powerful men in Washington. But even though the Mercury 13 women did not make it 
into space, they did not lose, for their example empowered young women to take their place in the 
sky, piloting jets and commanding space capsules. ALMOST ASTRONAUTS is the story of thirteen 
true pioneers of the space age. 



Amelia Lost: The Life and Disappearance of Amelia Earhart by 
Candace Fleming 
On May 21, 1937, the most famous female pilot of all time, Amelia Earhart, set out to do the 
impossible: circumnavigate the globe at its widest point--27,000 miles in all. Just six weeks later, she 
disappeared over the Pacific Ocean. Eighty years have passed since that fateful flight; and still, 
Amelia's plane has never been found. Discover the thrilling life and tragic end of America's most 
famous trailblazing flier with this impeccably researched and masterfully crafted book from 
acclaimed author Candace Fleming. 

Ashes of Roses by Mary Jane Auch 
The Nolan family's dreams of prosperity in a new country are shattered when baby Joseph fails the 
medical exam at Ellis Island and must be taken back to Cork by his father. Though Da promises a 
quick return, Ma is miserable. Frustrated by her dependence on the unwilling hospitality of 
prosperous relatives, she gladly accepts money from her brother-in-law for herself and her three 
daughters to return home. Having few opportunities in Ireland, 16-year-old Rose rebels and she and 
12-year-old Maureen are allowed to remain in New York to seek work and schooling. Rose finds 
them a room with a kindly Jewish family, and the landlord's labor unionist daughter, Gussie, gets her 
a position at the Triangle Waist Company. The teen feels especially happy one morning, wearing a 
dress in a new color called "ashes of roses " in anticipation of a nickelodeon outing with friends after 
work. Within hours, her clothing choice takes on a macabre appropriateness as she, Gussie, and 
Maureen, who also works there, fight for their lives in a fire still recalled as one of the worst industrial 
disasters in U.S. history. 

Babe Conquers the World: The Legendary Life of Babe Didrikson 
Zaharias by Rich Wallace 
Babe had a meteoric rise -- to famed basketball player, Olympic medalist, and top female golfer. But 
her life included many controversies surrounding her upbringing, personality, marriage, and even her 
early death. This action-packed true story of a woman ESPN ranks as #10 of the top North American 
athletes of the twentieth century is a fascinating biography of a historical sports figure. 

Becoming RBG: Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s Journey to Justice by Debbie 
Levy 
Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg is a modern feminist icon—a leader in the fight for 
equal treatment of girls and women in society and the workplace. She blazed trails to the peaks of 
the male-centric worlds of education and law, where women had rarely risen before. 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg has often said that true and lasting change in society and law is accomplished 
slowly, one step at a time. This is how she has evolved, too. Step by step, the shy little girl became a 
child who questioned unfairness, who became a student who persisted despite obstacles, who 
became an advocate who resisted injustice, who became a judge who revered the rule of law, who 
became…RBG. 



Bessie Coleman by Philip Hart 
Presents the biography of Bessie Coleman, the first African-American woman pilot and chronicles her 
childhood and desire to fly and the struggles she and others faced to overcome racial discrimination. 

Born to Fly:The First Women’s Air Race Across America by Steve 
Sheinkin 
Just nine years after American women finally got the right to vote, a group of trailblazers soared to 
new heights in the 1929 Air Derby, the first women's air race across the U.S. Follow the incredible 
lives of legend Amelia Earhart, who has captivated generations; Marvel Crosson, who built a plane 
before she even learned how to fly; Louise Thaden, who shattered jaw-dropping altitude records; 
and Elinor Smith, who at age seventeen made headlines when she flew under the Brooklyn Bridge. 
These awe-inspiring stories culminate in a suspenseful, nail-biting race across the country that 
brings to life the glory and grit of the dangerous and thrilling early days of flying. 

Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson 
Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each place. In vivid 
poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living 
with the remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement. Touching 
and powerful, each poem is both accessible and emotionally charged, each line a glimpse into a 
child’s soul as she searches for her place in the world. Woodson’s eloquent poetry also reflects the 
joy of finding her voice through writing stories, despite the fact that she struggled with reading as a 
child. Her love of stories inspired her and stayed with her, creating the first sparks of the gifted writer 
she was to become. 

Chains by Laura Halse Anderson 
7th Grade 
In the spring of 1776, Isabel, a teenage slave, and her sister, Ruth, are sold to ruthless, wealthy 
loyalists in Manhattan. While running errands, Isabel is approached by rebels, who promise her 
freedom (and help finding Ruth, who has been sent away) if she agrees to spy. Using the invisibility 
her slave status brings, Isabel lurks and listens as Master Lockton and his fellow Tories plot to crush 
the rebel uprisings, but the incendiary proof that she carries to the rebel camp doesn't bring the 
desired rewards. 

Ellen Ochoa: The First Female Hispanis Astronaut by John F. 
Wukovits 
Presents a brief biography of Ellen Ochoa, the first female Hispanic astronaut; and chronicles 
her childhood and family, education, and space missions. 

Flygirl by Sherri L. Smith 
All Ida Mae Jones wants to do is fly. Her daddy was a pilot, and years after his death she feels 
closest to him when she's in the air. But as a young black woman in 1940s Louisiana, she knows the 
sky is off limits to her, until America enters World War II, and the Army forms the WASP-Women 



Airforce Service Pilots. Ida has a chance to fulfill her dream if she's willing to use her light skin to 
pass as a white girl. She wants to fly more than anything, but Ida soon learns that denying one's self 
and family is a heavy burden, and ultimately it's not what you do but who you are that's most 
important. 

Freedom Heroines by Frieda Wishinsky 
Profiles series singles out six women who made history: suffragettes Susan B. Anthony and 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton; women’s rights advocate Jane Addams; Ida B. Wells, who worked against 
discrimination and lynching; Alice Paul, who fought to pass the Nineteenth Amendment, allowing 
women to vote; and Rosa Parks, a black woman who spurred the movement for equal rights and 
opportunity. Each profile emphasizes the woman’s contributions to the cause of women’s rights, in 
particular how the deep passion each one felt added to their success. 

Girls Rock! Amazing Tales of Women in Music by Shelley Tougas 
Never before have so many awesome women been celebrated in one book. The female musicians 
featured in this book are the best of the best. Their words change us. Their power amazes us. Their 
talent awes us. And their stories inspire us all. 

Hattie Big Sky by Kirby Larson 
Until the age of 16, orphan Hattie Brooks lived with whichever relative needed extra 
household help. Then she receives a letter telling her of an inheritance from her Uncle 
Chester, whom she had never met. Hattie is to receive his land claim, the house and its 
contents, one horse, and one cow. When she arrives from Iowa, she learns that she has 
10 months to cultivate 40 acres and set 480 rods of fence, or lose the claim. While the 
story relates the hardships of frontier life and how Hattie “proved up” to the challenge, it 
also tells of World War I bigotry and discrimination toward German Americans. Hattie’s 
sense of humor, determination, and optimism come through in her letters to her friend 
Charlie, who is serving in the military in France, and through letters to her Uncle Holt, 
which are published in his hometown newspaper. Larson’s vivid descriptions of the 
harshness of the work and the extreme climates, and the strength that comes from true 
friendship, create a masterful picture of the homesteading experience and the people 
who persevered. Hattie’s courage and fortitude are a tribute to them. “It seems unfair not 
to give credit where credit is due simply because one lacks a certain number of candles on one's 
birthday cake.” 

Jane Goodall: A Life with Chimps by Anita Ganeri 
In July 1960, Jane Goodall went into the wilderness in Tanzania to study chimpanzees. For years 
she camped out with the chimps, observing their behavior and making amazing discoveries! Jane 
had always been fascinated by animals and knew she wanted to make learning more about them 
her life's work. Find out how this girl who loved animals became one of history's greatest trailblazers! 
Hook: pages 10-12 



Lives of Extraordinary Women: Rulers, Rebels by Kathleen Krull 
Not all governments have been run by men. Lives of Extraordinary Women turns the spotlight on 
women who have wielded power, revealing their feats--and flaws--for all the world to see. Here you'll 
find twenty of the most influential women in history: queens, warriors, prime ministers, first ladies, 
revolutionary leaders. Some are revered. Others are notorious. What were they really like? 

March Forward, Girl: From Young Warrior to Little Rock Nine by Melba 
Beals 
Long before she was one of the Little Rock Nine, Melba Pattillo Beals was a warrior. Frustrated by 
the laws that kept African-Americans separate but very much unequal to whites, she had questions. 
Why couldn’t she drink from a "whites only" fountain? Why couldn’t she feel safe beyond home—or 
even within the walls of church?  Adults all told her: Hold your tongue. Be patient. Know your place. 
But Beals had the heart of a fighter—and the knowledge that her true place was a free one. 
Combined with emotive drawings and photos, this memoir paints a vivid picture of Beals’ powerful 
early journey on the road to becoming a champion for equal rights, an acclaimed journalist, a 
best-selling author, and the recipient of this country’s highest recognition, the Congressional Gold 
Medal. 

Madam C.J. Walker and Her Beauty Empire by Caitie McAneney 
Presents Walker's fascinating biography, tracing her life from a childhood in poverty to becoming 
America's first female self-made millionaire. 

My Face to the Wind: Teh Diary of Sarah Jane Price, a Prairie Teacher 
(Dear America) by Jim Murphy 
Following her father's death from a disease that swept through her Nebraska town in 1881, teenaged 
Sarah Jane must find work to support herself and records in her diary her experiences as a young 
school teacher. Hook: Read page 1.  

Path to the Stars: My Journey from Girl Scout to Rocket Scientist by 
Sylvia Acevedo 
6th Grade 
A meningitis outbreak in their underprivileged neighborhood left Sylvia Acevedo's family forever 
altered. As she struggled in the aftermath of loss, young Sylvia's life transformed when she joined 
the Brownies. The Girl Scouts taught her how to take control of her world and nourished her love of 
numbers and science. 
With new confidence, Sylvia navigated shifting cultural expectations at school and at home, forging 
her own trail to become one of the first Latinx to graduate with a master's in engineering from 
Stanford University and going on to become a rocket scientist at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory. 



Proud: Living My American Dream by Ibtihaj Muhammad 
At the 2016 Olympic Games, Ibtihaj Muhammad smashed barriers as the first American to compete 
wearing hijab, and she made history as the first Muslim American woman to win a medal. But before 
she was an Olympian, activist, and entrepreneur, Ibtihaj was a young outsider trying to find her 
place. 
Growing up in suburban New Jersey, Ibtihaj was often the only African American Muslim student in 
her class. When she discovered and fell in love with fencing, a sport most popular with affluent 
young white people, she stood out even more. Rivals and teammates often pointed out Ibtihaj's 
differences, telling her she would never succeed. Yet she powered on, rising above bigotry and other 
obstacles on the path to pursue her dream. 
Ibtihaj's inspiring journey from humble beginnings to the international stage is told in her own words 
and enhanced with helpful advice and never-before-published photographs. Proud is an 
all-American tale of faith, family, hard work, and self-reliance 

Rad Women Worldwide by Kate Schatz 
Rad Women Worldwide tells fresh, engaging, and amazing tales of perseverance and radical 
success by pairing well-researched and riveting biographies with powerful and expressive cut-paper 
portraits. The book features an array of diverse figures from 430 BCE to 2016, spanning 31 
countries around the world, from Hatshepsut (the great female king who ruled Egypt peacefully for 
two decades) and Malala Yousafzi (the youngest person to win the Nobel Peace Prize) to Poly 
Styrene (legendary teenage punk and lead singer of X-Ray Spex) and Liv Arnesen and Ann Bancroft 
(polar explorers and the first women to cross Antarctica). 

Roses and Radicals: The Epic Story of How Women Won the Right to 
Vote by Susan Zimet 
And when the controversial nineteenth amendment to the U.S. Constitution-the one granting 
suffrage to women-was finally ratified in 1920, it passed by a mere one-vote margin. 
The amendment only succeeded because a courageous group of women had been relentlessly 
demanding the right to vote for more than seventy years. The leaders of the suffrage movement are 
heroes who were fearless in the face of ridicule, arrest, imprisonment, and even torture. Many of 
them devoted themselves to the cause knowing they wouldn't live to cast a ballot. 
The story of women's suffrage is epic, frustrating, and as complex as the women who fought for it. 
Illustrated with portraits, period cartoons, and other images, Roses and Radicals celebrates this 
captivating yet overlooked piece of American history and the women who made it happen. 

Rosie the Riveter by Christine Petersen 
Looks at the role of women in the United States as they replaced men in defense plants, factories, 
and offices during the Second World War. 



Sally Ride : A Photobiography of America's Pioneering Woman in 
Space by Tam O’Shaughnessy 
A biography of the famous astronaut drawing on personal and family photographs from her 
childhood, school days, college, life in the astronaut corps, and afterward. 

A Strong Right Arm: The Story of Mamie “Peanut” Johnson by 
Michelle Y. Green 
Motivated by her love for the game and inspired by the legendary Jackie Robinson, Mamie Johnson 
is determined to be a professional baseball pitcher.  But in a sport that's determined by white men, 
there is no place for a black woman.  Mamie doesn't give up-from the time she insists on trying out 
for the all-male, all-white Police Athletic League until she realizes her dream and becomes one of 
three women to play in the Negro Leagues.  Mamie Johnson's life shows that with courage and 
perseverance one can overcome even the greatest challenges. 

Suffragette the Battle for Equality by David Roberts 
Imprisonment, hunger strikes, suffrajitsu — the decades-long fight for women’s right to vote was at 
times a ferocious one. Acclaimed artist David Roberts gives these important, socially transformative 
times their due in a colorfully illustrated history that includes many of the important faces of the 
movement in portraiture and scenes that both dignify and enliven. He has created a timely and 
thoroughly engaging resource in his first turn as nonfiction author-illustrator. Suffragette: The Battle 
for Equality follows the trajectory of the movement in the U.K. and visits some key figures and 
moments in the United States as it presents the stories of Millicent Garrett Fawcett, Emmeline 
Pankhurst, Ida B. Wells, Susan B. Anthony, and many more heroic women and men — making it a 
perfect gift for young readers of today. Dr. Crystal Feimster of Yale’s Department of African 
American Studies contributes a foreword that speaks to the relationship and differences between the 
British and American suffrage efforts. 

Teen Trailblazers: 30 Fearless Girls Who Changed the World Before 
They Were 20 by Jennifer Calvert 
Joan of Arc. Anne Frank. Cleopatra. Pocahontas. Mary Shelley. Many of these heroines are 
well-known. But have you heard of Sybil Ludington, a 16-year-old daughter of an American colonel 
who rode twice as far as the far better-remembered Paul Revere to warn the militia that the British 
army was invading? 
This fascinating book, Teen Trailblazers, features 30 young women who accomplished remarkable 
things before their twentieth birthdays. Visually compelling with original illustrations, this book will 
inspire the next generation of strong, fearless women. 

Temple Grandin: How the Girl Who Loved Cows Embraced Autism 
and Changed the World by Sy Montgomery 
When Temple Grandin was born, her parents knew she was different. Years later she was 
diagnosed with autism. Temple’s doctor recommended institutionalizing her, but her mother believed 



in her. Temple went to school instead. Today, Dr. Temple Grandin, a scientist and professor of 
animal science at Colorado State University, is an autism advocate and her world-changing career 
revolutionized the livestock industry. This compelling biography and Temple's personal photos take 
us inside her extraordinary mind and open the door to a broader understanding of autism. 

Ten Days a Madwoman: The Daring Life and Turbulent Times of the 
Original “Girl” Reporter, Nellie Bly by Deborah Noyes 
Young Nellie Bly had ambitious goals, especially for a woman at the end of the nineteenth century, 
when the few female journalists were relegated to writing columns about cleaning or fashion. But 
fresh off a train from Pittsburgh, Nellie knew she was destined for more and pulled a major 
journalistic stunt that skyrocketed her to fame: feigning insanity, being committed to the notorious 
asylum on Blackwell's Island, and writing a shocking exposé of the clinic’s horrific treatment of its 
patients. 
  
Nellie Bly became a household name and raised awareness of political corruption, poverty, and 
abuses of human rights. Leading an uncommonly full life, Nellie circled the globe in a record 
seventy-two days and brought home a pet monkey before marrying an aged millionaire and running 
his company after his death. 

Unbound: A Novel in Verse by Ann E. Burg 
The day Grace is called from the slave cabins to work in the Big House, Mama makes her promise 
to keep her eyes down. Uncle Jim warns her to keep her thoughts tucked private in her mind or they 
could bring a whole lot of trouble and pain. But the more Grace sees of the heartless Master and 
hateful Missus, the more a rightiness voice clamors in her head--asking how come white folks can 
own other people, sell them on the auction block, and separate families forever. When that voice 
escapes without warning, it sets off a terrible chain of events that prove Uncle Jim's words true. 
Suddenly, Grace and her family must flee deep into the woods, where they brave deadly animals, 
slave patrollers, and the uncertainty of ever finding freedom.  

West to the Land of Plenty: The Diary of Teresa Angelino Viscardi 
(Dear America) by Jim Murphy 
The first humorous addition to the historical fiction series is narrated by Teresa, a first generation 
American of Italian descent, who travels by train and then by wagon with her family from New York 
to a utopian community in Idaho. Hook: Read page 1.  

What is the Women’s Rights Movement? by Deborah Hopkinson 
From Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton to Gloria Steinem and Hillary Clinton, women 
throughout US history have fought for equality. In the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, 
women were demanding the right to vote. During the 1960s, equal rights and opportunities for 
women--both at home and in the workplace--were pushed even further. And in the more recent past, 
Women's Marches have taken place across the world. Celebrate how far women have come with 
this inspiring read! 



Who Are Venus and Serena Williams? by James Buckley Jr. 
Venus and Serena Williams are two of the most successful professional American tennis players of 
all time. Coached at an early age by their parents, the sisters have both gone on to become Grand 
Slam title winners.  They have both achieved the World Number One ranking in both singles and 
doubles! Although completely professional and fiercely competitive, the sisters remain close. Who 
Are Venus and Serena Williams? follows the pair from their early days of training up through the 
ranks and to the Summer Olympic Games, where they have each won four gold medals—more than 
any other tennis players. 

Who Is Hillary Clinton? by Heather Alexander 
At age fourteen, Hillary Clinton thought it would be thrilling to become an astronaut, so she sent an 
application to NASA. The reply was a flat out rejection: the space program didn't take women. It was 
a critical moment for the young girl, one that made her realize the world she lived in needed 
changing and that she had better try to make those changes happen. Clinton's life has been a 
thrilling series of firsts—First Lady of the US, then first First Lady to become a US Senator, 
Secretary of State, and the first woman to run as the Democratic candidate for President. This 
easy-to-read biography gives readers a firm grounding not only in Clinton's life history but the history 
of the times in which she's lived. It comes out as she makes her historic run for the White House. 

Who Is Michelle Obama? by Megan Stine 
Born into a close knit family in Chicago, Michelle Robinson was a star student who graduated from 
Princeton and Harvard Law. Then in 1992, she married another promising young lawyer and the 
rest, as they say, is history. It is undeniable that President Barack Obama has changed the United 
States but so has Michelle Obama, the self proclaimed "Mom in Chief."  

Who is Ruth Bader Ginsburg? by Patricia Demuth 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg was famous for her stylish collars (called jabots) and her commanding 
dissents. This opera-loving New Yorker always spoke her mind; as a young lawyer, RBG advocated 
for gender equality and women's rights when few others did. She gained attention for the cases she 
won when arguing in front of the Supreme Court, before taking her place on the bench in 1993. 
Author Patricia Brennan Demuth answers all the questions about what made RBG so irreplaceable 
and how the late Supreme Court justice left a legacy that will last forever. Hook: A shy teenager, 
Ruth was the second woman appointed to the US Supreme Court. She would work tirelessly for 
gender equality and civil rights, but you may know her for her famous collars (share page 82).  

Who Is Sonia Sotomayor? By Megan Stine 
Outspoken, energetic, and fun, Sonia Sotomayor has managed to turn every struggle in life into a 
triumph. Born in the Bronx to immigrant parents from Puerto Rico, Sonia found out at age nine that 
she had diabetes, a serious illness now but an even more dangerous one fifty years ago. How did 
young Sonia handle the devastating news? She learned to give herself her daily insulin shots and 
became determined to make the most out of her life. It was the popular sixties TV show Perry Mason 
that made Sonia want to become a lawyer. Not only a lawyer, but a judge! Her remarkable career 
was capped in 2009 when President Barack Obama nominated her to the Supreme Court, only the 



third woman and first Hispanic justice in the court's history. Stories of Sotomayor's career are hardly 
dry legal stuff—she once hopped on a motorcycle to chase down counterfeiters and was the judge 
whose ruling ended the Major League baseball strike in 1995. 

Who Was Lucille Ball? by Pam Pollack 
Much like her hit TV show, I Love Lucy, Americans in the 1950s fell in love with Lucy. Born in New 
York in 1911, Lucille Ball was always a natural performer. She danced in the chorus of Broadway 
shows and acted in small parts in Hollywood movies. But Ball's true gift was comedy. She found a 
way to showcase her gifts in 1951 when CBS gave her the chance to star in a sitcom. She based the 
show on her life and called it I Love Lucy. Over sixty years later, it is still one of the most loved 
television shows of all time. Lucille Ball became the first woman to run a major television studio, 
Desilu, and her comedic genius has kept people laughing for generations. 
 

Who Was Rachel Carson? by Sarah Fabiny 
Though she grew up in rural Pennsylvania, Rachel Carson dreamed of the sea. In 1936 she began 
work with the Bureau of Fisheries and soon after published Under the Sea Wind, her first of many 
nature books. Her 1962 bestseller, Silent Spring, sent shockwaves through the country and warned 
of the dangers of DDT and other pesticides. A pioneering environmentalist, Rachel Carson helped 
awaken the global consciousness for conservation and preservation. 

Who Was Rosa Parks by Yona Zeldis McDonough 
In 1955, Rosa Parks refused to give her bus seat to a white passenger in Montgomery, Alabama. 
This seemingly small act triggered civil rights protests across America and earned Rosa Parks the 
title "Mother of the Civil Rights Movement." Hook: Did you know that some of Rosa Parks’ 
grandparents were born slaves? We all know Rosa because she refused to give up her seat on the 
bus, but there is so much more to her than that! Learn her story.  

Who Was Sacagawea? By Judith Bloom Fradin 
Sacagawea was only sixteen when she made one of the most remarkable journeys in American 
history, traveling 4500 miles by foot, canoe, and horse-all while carrying a baby on her back! Without 
her, the Lewis and Clark expedition might have failed. Through this engaging book, kids will 
understand the reasons that today, 200 years later, she is still remembered and immortalized on a 
golden dollar coin. 

Who Was Sojourner Truth by Yona Zeldis McDonough 
Almost 100 years before Rosa Parks refused to give up her bus seat, Sojourner Truth was 
mistreated by a streetcar conductor. She took him to court--and won! Before she was Sojourner 
Truth, she was known simply as Belle. Born a slave in New York sometime around 1797, she was 
later sold and separated from her family. Even after she escaped from slavery, she knew her work 
was not yet done. She changed her name and traveled, inspiring everyone she met and sharing her 
story until her death in 1883 at age eighty-six. Hook: Born a slave, Sojourner gave herself a new 



name and a new life and became an early leader in the fight for civil rights and women’s rights. Yet, 
you may have never heard of her.  

Witch of Blackbird Pond by Elizabeth George Speare 
Sixteen-year-old Kit Tyler is marked by suspicion and disapproval from the moment she arrives on 
the unfamiliar shores of colonial Connecticut in 1687. Alone and desperate, she has been forced to 
leave her beloved home on the island of Barbados and join a family she has never met. Torn 
between her quest for belonging and her desire to be true to herself, Kit struggles to survive in a 
hostile place. Just when it seems she must give up, she finds a kindred spirit. But Kit’s friendship 
with Hannah Tupper, believed by the colonists to be a witch, proves more taboo than she could have 
imagined and ultimately forces Kit to choose between her heart and her duty. 

Women in Art: 50 Fearless Creatives Who Inspired the World by 
Rachel Ignotofsky 
A charmingly illustrated and inspiring book, Women in Art highlights the achievements and stories of 
50 notable women in the arts--from well-known figures like painters Frida Kahlo and Georgia 
O'Keefe, to lesser-known names like 19th-century African American quilter Harriet Powers and 
Hopi-Tewa ceramic artist Nampeyo. Covering a wide array of artistic mediums, this fascinating 
collection also contains infographics about artistic movements throughout history, statistics about 
women's representation in museums, and notable works by women. Women in Art celebrates the 
success of the bold female creators who inspired the world and paved the way for the next 
generation of artists. 

Women in Science: 50 Fearless Pioneers Who Changed the World by 
Rachel Ignotofsky 
A charmingly illustrated and educational book, New York Times best seller Women in Science 
highlights the contributions of fifty notable women to the fields of science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics (STEM) from the ancient to the modern world. Full of striking, singular art, this 
fascinating collection also contains infographics about relevant topics such as lab equipment, rates 
of women currently working in STEM fields, and an illustrated scientific glossary. The trailblazing 
women profiled include well-known figures like primatologist Jane Goodall, as well as lesser-known 
pioneers such as Katherine Johnson, the African-American physicist and mathematician who 
calculated the trajectory of the 1969 Apollo 11 mission to the moon. 

Women in Sports: 50 Fearless Athletes Who Played to Win by Rachel 
Ignotofsky 
A richly illustrated and inspiring book, Women in Sports highlights the achievements and stories of 
fifty notable women athletes from the 1800s to today, including trailblazers, Olympians, and 
record-breakers in more than forty sports. The athletes featured include well-known figures like 
tennis player Billie Jean King and gymnast Simone Biles, as well as lesser-known champions like 
Toni Stone, the first woman to play baseball in a professional men’s league, and skateboarding 
pioneer Patti McGee. The book also contains infographics on topics that sporty women want to know 



about such as muscle anatomy, a timeline of women’s participation in sports, pay and media 
statistics for female athletes, and influential women’s teams. Women in Sports celebrates the 
success of the tough, bold, and fearless women who paved the way for today’s athletes. 

The Wright Sister: Katherine Wright and her Famous Brothers: by 
Richard Maurer 
On a chill December day in 1903, a young woman came home from her teaching job in Dayton, 
Ohio, to find a telegram waiting for her. The woman was Katharine Wright; the telegram, from her 
brother Orville, announced the first successful airplane flight in history. In this, the first authoritative 
biography of the Wright brothers’ sister, Richard Maurer tells Katharine’s story. Smart and 
well-educated, she was both confidant and caregiver to her bachelor brothers, managing many of 
their affairs, traveling with them on frequent trips to demonstrate and promote their invention, and 
caring for them when they were sick from disease and injury. In doing so, she gave up her ambitions 
as a teacher and her early hopes of marriage. Only in middle age, when the Wrights’ fame and 
fortune were secure, did she find personal happiness, with a man she had met years before in 
college―something that was to cost her the affection of her surviving brother Orville, who had come 
to depend on her, and who disowned her after her marriage. 

Richard Maurer’s account of this little-known but pivotal member of the Wright family is based on an 
in-depth study of her personal papers and of the Wright family archives. Katharine’s portrayal of 
family life in the Wright household, her descriptions of the wondrous early days of flight, and her 
intimate recollection of her reclusive, publicity-shy brothers cast a unique and fascinating light on 
one of the twentieth century’s great technical achievements and two of its most famous men. 


